
 

 

 

There is something magical about flying: it connects people, cultures, and economies. However, our 
industry is faced with a principal challenge: reconciling the benefits it brings with its growing 
contribution to climate change.  

Aviation’s climate problem is amplified by its unfairness: only a small share of people enjoys the benefits 
of aviation, whereas climate change will impact humanity at large.  

The need to change is increasing. We are deeply concerned that if aviation does not take adequate action 
to change course, our industry will face crisis soon. 

As an industry, we are not getting to decisive action on this challenge. Too much, we’re stuck to the 
paradigm of growth, work from one quarter’s bottom line to the next and expect technological innovations 
to solve our problems.  

We ignore the substantial risks associated to the optimistic timelines of new technology introductions.  

The world is changing. With that, we need to reinvent our industry too. We have the chance to shape a 
new era for aviation, in which it respects planetary and social boundaries and is truly ready for the future. 

This epic challenge requires courageous leadership to face the facts and fix our industry. To start, this will 
require us to urgently take four key actions: 

1. We collectively need to set absolute emission reduction targets in line with carbon budgets. 

2. We collectively need to advocate for and help implement regulation that keeps us within 
planetary boundaries and really drives innovation. 

3. We collectively need to be realistic on the timeline of what technology can bring. 

4. We collectively need to acknowledge that managing global demand in a fair manner is part of 
the solution. 

The sooner we start this transformation, the better. For our industry, as well as for the planet.  

Taking on this responsibility will require all the courage we collectively have.  At the same time, it will be a 
fantastic opportunity to pioneer once again – transforming into an industry fit for the 21st century. 

 

Are you with us too? Anyone can be a leader. Sign up at www.callaviationtoaction.org. 


